
BROOMHILL BANK SCHOOL PREVENT STRATEGY 

Values and aims 

At Broomhill Bank school we believe every child and every adult in the 
world has the right  to live their lives free from the threat of violence and 
extremism or the risk of radicalisation. We believe it is the right of  every 
adult and child  to experience life in a peaceful society underpinned by 
the core values we are privileged to enjoy in Britain today, namely; 

       Democracy 

       The rule of law  

       Individual liberty 

       Mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 
beliefs  

At Broomhill Bank School we take seriously our responsibility to 
safeguard  students against radicalisation and extremism, to promote 
and protect these core British Values, and to prepare our students for life 
as  global citizens who can make a positive contribution to protect the 
rights of others. This policy sets out how we aim to meet this 
responsibility.  

  

Introduction 

CONTEST 

CONTEST: The United Kingdom’s Strategy for Countering Terrorism ( 
July 2011) sets out four key policy streams to reduce the risk to the UK 
and it’s interests overseas from terrorism, so that people can go about 
their lives freely and with confidence. The streams are; 

Pursue: to stop terrorist attacks;   

Prevent: to stop people becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism;   

Protect: to strengthen our protection against a terrorist attack;   

Prepare: to mitigate the impact of a terrorist attack. 



  

  

PREVENT 

The Prevent strategy aims to stop people becoming terrorists or 
supporting terrorism. While it remains rare for children and young people 
to become involved in terrorist activity, young people from an early age 
can be exposed to terrorist & extremist influences or prejudiced views. 
As with other forms of safeguarding strategies, early intervention is 
always preferable. Schools, working with other local partners, families 
and communities, play a key role in ensuring young people and their 
communities are safe from the threat of terrorism. 

In recent times the Government has taken further action to strengthen 
the duties on schools, in particular with the Counter-Terrorism and 
Security Act 2015, which put the Government’s Prevent counter-
extremism strategy on a statutory footing, and places duties on schools 
to prevent children being radicalised and drawn into terrorism.  

From 1 July 2015 all schools are subject to a duty under section 26 of 
the CounterTerrorism and Security Act 2015, in the exercise of their 
functions, to have “due regard to the need to prevent people from being 
drawn into terrorism”. This is known as the Prevent Duty. The prevent 
Duty applies to all schools and academies. To help schools and 
childcare providers keep children safe from the risk of radicalisation and 
extremism the DfE has issued practical Prevent duty advice which 
complements statutory Prevent duty guidance. 

  

PROMOTING BRITISH VALUES 

During the last Parliament, the ‘Trojan Horse’ affair in Birmingham 
schools raised concerns that extremist ideology could be spread through 
the school system through school leadership, which prompted a series 
of inquiries and subsequently action by the then Coalition Government, 
including the move to the promotion of British Values in schools.  

Schools, both state-funded and independent, have a range of duties in 
relation to safeguarding children from extremism. The protection of 
children from radicalisation, and the promotion of British values are part 
of the inspection regime to which schools are subject.  

http://email.education.gov.uk/rsps/m/LO_u9DluE7j3CMp-CtgtDY6b6ProoDpALX6Dp03LHns
http://email.education.gov.uk/rsps/m/LO_u9DluE7j3CMp-CtgtDbT6YEJI1bwTekYMzr7YL1E


DfE COUNTER EXTREMISM POLICY 

On 1 July 2015 the Department for Education published  guidance about 
the Counter Extremism policy in English Schools 
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7345/CBP-
7345.pdf  

This advice is specifically directed at schools in England and is aimed at: 

• clarifying what the prevent duty means for schools and childcare 
providers 

• outlining what they can do to help protect children from the risk of 
radicalisation 

• making clear what schools and childcare providers should do to 
demonstrate compliance with the duty  

• informing them about other sources of information, advice and 
support.  

The advice provides the following overview of the requirements on 
schools:  

 “it is essential that staff are able to identify children who may be 
vulnerable to radicalisation, and know what to do when they are 
identified. Protecting children from the risk of radicalisation should be 
seen as part of schools’ and childcare providers’ wider safeguarding 
duties, and is similar in nature to protecting children from other harms 
(e.g. drugs, gangs, neglect, sexual exploitation), whether these come 
from within their family or are the product of outside influences. Schools 
and childcare providers can also build pupils’ resilience to 
radicalisation by promoting fundamental British values and enabling 
them to challenge extremist views. It is important to emphasise that 
the Prevent duty is not intended to stop pupils debating controversial 
issues. On the contrary, schools should provide a safe space in which 
children, young people and staff can understand the risks associated 
with terrorism and develop the knowledge and skills to be able to 
challenge extremist arguments.” 

  

  

HOW BROOMHILL BANK SCHOOL MEETS THE PREVENT DUTY 

We communicate and share information with parents  

http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7345/CBP-7345.pdf
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-7345/CBP-7345.pdf


We share information with parents about how we aim to protect their 
children from the risk of radicalisation via our school safeguarding policy 
and in our advice pages on the school website. We are clear and 
transparent about the actions we are likely to take if we have concerns 
about a students’ vulnerability to or risk of radicalisation and provide 
parents with pathways to seek support and advice if they have their own 
concerns. We share with families our commitment to promoting 
fundamental British Values of and we communicate quickly any concerns 
we have about their child. We challenge any negative stereotyping or 
extremist views expressed by adults in the child’s life. 

We make clear that our first aim is to work with families to provide any 
necessary support, but also that where we believe a child is at risk of 
immediate or serious harm we will refer to other agencies including, 
where appropriate, the Channel Programme or the police. 

If parents or school believe that a child is in immediate danger or that 
they may be imminently planning to travel to Syria or Iraq urgent advice 
should be sought by calling the anti terrorist hotline on 0800 789 321 or 
by dialling 999. 

  

CHANNEL 

 

Channel is a programme which focuses on providing support at an early 
stage to people who are identified as being vulnerable to being drawn 
into terrorism. The programme uses a multi-agency approach to protect 
vulnerable people by: 

 identifying individuals at risk 

 assessing the nature and extent of that risk 

 developing the most appropriate support plan for the individuals 
concerned 

Channel may be appropriate for anyone who is vulnerable to being 
drawn into any form of terrorism. Channel is about ensuring that 
vulnerable children and adults of any faith, ethnicity or background 
receive support before their vulnerabilities are exploited by those that 
would want them to embrace terrorism, and before they become 
involved in criminal terrorist activity. 

  



Further information about CHANNEL can be found here 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_dat
a/file/425189/Channel_Duty_Guidance_April_2015.pdf 

  

We have high expectations for staff conduct and practise safe 
recruitment 

During recruitment potential employees are made aware of the school’s 
commitment to its duty under the Prevent guidance, and that disciplinary 
measures will be invoked in the event of any conduct ,language or 
practice that could be construed as contrary to this duty. Expectations 
for staff conduct are set out clearly in the school’s code of conduct 

In the event of any concerns that a member of the school community – 
including teaching and non teaching staff, governors and/or potential 
governors  - may have links to extremism or extremist groups advice will 
be sought be contacting the police anti terrorist hotline as detailed 
below. 

counter.extremism@education.gsi.gov.uk or 020 7340 7264 

We train and support staff  to identify children who may be 
vulnerable to radicalisation, and to know what to do when they are 
identified. 

Staff at Broomhill Bank School receive training in recognising early 
warning signs that students could be vulnerable to, or at risk of, 
radicalisation and in what actions need to be taken to safeguard 
students. As with any safeguarding concern about a student the first 
action staff are likely to take is a discussion with a Designated 
Safeguarding Lead and an early conversation with parents or carers to 
discuss concerns and agree any necessary support.  

The local authority has a PREVENT lead where we or parents can seek 
additional advice and advice might include a referral to the CHANNEL 
programme or social services. 

All staff are all provided with a copy of Keeping Children Safe in 
Education which they must sign to indicate they have read and 
understood. Training also includes the expectation that every member of 
staff completes an online CHANNEL basic awareness course. A staff 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/425189/Channel_Duty_Guidance_April_2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/425189/Channel_Duty_Guidance_April_2015.pdf
mailto:counter.extremism@education.gsi.gov.uk


training audit is kept in the school office as part of the Single Central 
Record for safeguarding 

Key documents, guidance and legislation relating to the Prevent duty are 
signposted during training and, where possible, copies are kept in the 
Child Protection area of the staffroom. Adequate time is provided during 
training to allow staff to read the material provided. The safeguarding 
Governor is kept abreast of the content and material shared with staff 
during training via Governor monitoring visits and invitations to attend 
training sessions. The Safeguarding governor has undertaken 
comprehensive training in the PREVENT duty and holds the school to 
account with regular challenges and responses. 

Regular updates about new guidance or changes to existing guidance 
are provided for staff along with opportunities to seek advice from the 
Designated Safeguarding Lead about any concerns.  

A list of some of the most current guidance and advice used in staff 
training is included at the end of this policy 

We build students’ resilience to radicalisation by promoting British 
values 

Our democratic student council elections are held every year supporting 
student voice and providing a learning platform to promote the principles 
of democracy. 

During C&I lessons, students following Social Communication 
programmes to develop their social skills in different social contexts. 
Topics within this programme explicitly linked to British values include: 

Teamwork 

Students develop their understanding of and practice effective 
teamwork. This includes the opportunity to engage in a group decision 
making tasks incorporating the use of democratic principles such as 
equality, voting and representation. 
  
Relationships 

Recognition of different types of intimate relationships e.g. 
homosexual/heterosexual relationships, understanding of individual 
choice and acceptance of others’ life choices, challenging homophobic 
attitudes and promoting acceptance through structured class 
discussions. 
  



Expressing Yourself 

Understanding your own and others’ opinions and communicating these 
with others effectively and respectfully; Recognition and acceptance of 
sameness and difference.  This topic in particular involves numerous 
class debates be it spontaneous or planned. 

A consequences model of supporting thinking skills provides 
opportunities for the recognition, understanding and discussion of British 
laws. 

Planned and spontaneous structured debates which enable students to 
express their opinions and exercise mutual tolerance within C&I lessons 
therefore promoting the principle of individual liberty and elements of 
democratic process. 

Our SULP programme explores a range of self and other awareness 
topics. Throughout this programme, students are given the opportunity 
to develop their understanding of themselves and ability to acknowledge 
and accept sameness and difference with others’ appearance, views 
and opinions. 

Students take an active part in fundraising for diverse charities and learn 
about the work of charitable organisations across the globe.  

Students learn about diverse religions, cultures and  societies and the 
laws of Britain and other countries. 

  

We promote a whole school ethos of mutual respect and tolerance 
through our positive behaviour policy and procedures and by 
positive role modelling 

Our positive behaviour policy and PRIDE values actively promote the 
celebration of equality and diversity and our provision includes explicit 
teaching of the principles of valuing others, respecting different opinions 
and challenging discrimination.  

Our PRIDE Values include 

  
Respect and Friendship: We value and reward the use of social skills 
which demonstrate respect towards others with regards to general 
behaviour and valuing peers’ ideas. We support students’ development 



and understanding of these skills  through role play, class discussion, 
mind mapping and card sorting activities. 
  
  
Equality: We value and reward the understanding and acceptance of 
sameness and difference through identifying differences in: 

Age 

Race 

Appearance 

Religion 

Family structure & sexual identity 

Disability 

Gender 

Students are supported to celebrate sameness and difference through 
understanding overarching sameness and acceptance of individual 
choice e.g. Gay/Lesbian/Heterosexual partners with/without children, 
mixed and different  families, religious and non religious beliefs and 
diverse faiths e. g  Christianity/Hinduism/Islam/Sihkism/ We promote 
Mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 
beliefs  

 We robustly challenge all incidents of discriminatory behaviour or 
language and provide opportunities for students to learn from their 
mistakes, make reparation for any offence caused and share their 
learning with their peers. 

We hold anti bullying workshops and events. Bullying is not tolerated in 
any of its forms. 

We build students’ resilience to radicalisation by teaching them the 
skills they need to enable them to challenge extremist views  

 We lead and encourage  discussion and debate about different beliefs 
and religions to promote students’ understanding that different beliefs 
are valid ,while respectful challenge and debate is safe and appropriate 
in the school environment and beyond. 

Opportunities are given for staff and students to share their knowledge 
about the experiences of minority or persecuted groups throughout 
history with a focus on the importance of challenging persecution and 
showing mutual respect and tolerance to others of all faiths. 



Students are encouraged to watch and discuss current affairs 
programmes regularly including items about terrorism, refugee crises, 
British role models and elections in other countries. Students are 
supported to understand the difference between extremism and religion. 

Discussion and debate about racial, physical, cultural, mental and 
emotional diversity is facilitated and students are encouraged to have a 
sense of worth and pride in their own appearance, beliefs, background  
and heritage. 
  
Students are enabled to discuss sensitive issues safely and taking into 
account their individual needs, difficulties, level of understanding and 
preferred method of communication  
  

We teach students to understand the risks associated with social 
media and how to stay safe on line 

  
Terrorist organisations, such as ISIL, are trying to radicalise and recruit 
young people through an extensive use of social media and the internet. 
Young people, some as young as 14, have tried to leave the UK to travel 
to join ISIL and other terrorist groups in Syria and Iraq.  
At Broomhill Bank school staff are made aware of the risks posed by the 
online activity of extremist and terrorist groups in order that they can 
support students’ knowledge and safe use of the internet. Recent 
publications of guidance for schools is also shared with parents in order 
that they remain fully informed about risks. The school’s e safety policy 
sets out in detail how we support students to use social media safely 
and responsibly. Schemes of work are designed and reviewed regularly 
to encompass an understanding of the concept of on line bullying in all 
its forms and how to report abuse and concerns. 
  

Further information about the risk of online radicalisation can be found in 
the following guidance;  

How social media is used to encourage travel to Syria and Iraq: 
briefing note for schools This document provides a guide for schools 
on how terrorist groups such as ISIL use social media to encourage 
travel to Syria and Iraq. 
In addition the guide: 

       includes a short summary of some of the main Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant (ISIL) propaganda claims 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/440450/How_social_media_is_used_to_encourage_travel_to_Syria_and_Iraq.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/440450/How_social_media_is_used_to_encourage_travel_to_Syria_and_Iraq.pdf


 identifies social media sites which ISIL is using 

       advises what actions schools and teachers should take to protect 
pupils 

 Further reading and guidance and advice used in staff training; 

The Prevent duty Departmental advice for schools and childcare 
providers explains what schools and childcare providers need to do to 
demonstrate compliance with the duty; and informs schools and 
childcare providers about other sources of information, advice and 
support. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_dat
a/file/439598/prevent-duty-departmental-advice-v6.pdf  
 
CHANNEL duty guidance explains why people may be vulnerable to 
being drawn into terrorism and describes indicators which may suggest 
so; It provides guidance on the support that can be provided to 
safeguard those at risk of being drawn into terrorism. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_dat
a/file/425189/Channel_Duty_Guidance_April_2015.pdf 

News articles published on the department for Education website 
including; 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guidance-on-promoting-british-
values-in-schools-published 
 
Staff are required to complete online training as an introduction to the 
factors that can make people vulnerable to radicalisation. More 
information at ;  
http://course.ncalt.com/Channel_General_Awareness 
 
The Youth Justice Board review of current research evidence is found 
at; https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-religious-
radicalisation-and-violent-extremism  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/439598/prevent-duty-departmental-advice-v6.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/439598/prevent-duty-departmental-advice-v6.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/425189/Channel_Duty_Guidance_April_2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/425189/Channel_Duty_Guidance_April_2015.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guidance-on-promoting-british-values-in-schools-published
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/guidance-on-promoting-british-values-in-schools-published
http://course.ncalt.com/Channel_General_Awareness
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-religious-radicalisation-and-violent-extremism
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-religious-radicalisation-and-violent-extremism

