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Steve Ackerley
Execu ve Headteacher

This end of term newsle er has proven to be an opportunity for me to reminisce about
some of the wonderful projects, ac vi es and events that our students have been involved
in over the course of lockdown. I am are very proud of our school community, and the ways
in which our students have overcome the challenges of remote learning and managed their
extended me away from school and I echo the sen ments expressed by both Mr
Whitehouse and Mrs Bisse in this newsle er.
At the outset of lockdown my intent was to ensure that above all else students remained
happy and safe, supported by the school from an educa onal and pastoral view point. Over
the last 10 days I have seen many of the students and spoken to parents during the end of
term celebra on events; who both confirm they are happy and excited at the prospect of
returning to school in September. This is due to the over‐whelming support we have
received from families and the unwavering dedica on of the staﬀ at Broomhill Bank and I
extend my thanks to both.
At the end of the academic year we say farewell to some of our older students who leave us
to con nue their educa on, take up appren ceships or other work related opportuni es. I
wish these students every happiness in the next chapter of their lives and also wish them
every success.
I hope you all have a res ul summer, I look forward to welcoming the students back in
September. Stay safe, and thank you for your support over the course of this year.
Best wishes
Steven Ackerley
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Any school is the sum of its parts and I have always felt that the Broomhill Bank com‐
munity is par cularly caring and suppor ve of one another. In our living memory
there has never been a me when it has relied more on that teamwork and communi‐
ty spirit more than during the last two terms of this academic year. We all know that
managing change and anxiety are two of the biggest challenges faced by our young
people at the best of mes – so the last four months have posed addi onal diﬃcul es for students and families.

David Whitehouse
Head of School (West)

Our students constantly surprise and impress us. I actually think they o en surprise and impress themselves, although many
would perhaps be too modest to say so. There can be no doubt that the way they are managing this situa on proves to them,
to us as staﬀ, and no doubt to you as parents that they have the personal capacity to take on the biggest challenges in life. In
speaking to students, seeing them interact in online lessons, receiving e‐mails and seeing the photos of what they have been
doing, I know I speak for all of my colleagues when I say that we could not be more proud of them all.
At this me of the year we say farewell to those students who are moving on in September. Whether they have been with us
for one year or (in some cases) eight years, all of you have been a valued part of our school community and you leave with our
best wishes for the future. My thanks to those families too for your support over very many years. It has been a privilege to
work with you all and we hope to welcome you back for a reunion when it is safe to do so.
In closing, my thanks to all of my colleagues for everything you have done this year, and especially in recent months, to support
our young people. You too have risen to the challenges which presented themselves to us and I know that your eﬀorts are
hugely appreciated by students and families. I think we’ve learned a few things ourselves as well, haven’t we…?!
I send my very best wishes to you all for the summer break. I always remind the students to take care during holidays and that
we look forward to seeing them all back safely at the start of the new term. Never has that message been more important. I
hope you can all enjoy the summer. Take care, stay safe and we look forward to seeing you in September.
David Whitehouse

Tina Bisse
Head of School (North)
It has been an unusual year!
As we have welcomed young people and their parents and carers into school this week, some for the first me
since March, I have been bowled over by the posi vity of everyone ‐ this has acted to reaﬃrm my belief in the
resilience of us all, as human beings. I have really felt this week that posi vity and op mism are the over‐ riding
themes as we move towards a new year.
This had been a really diﬃcult me ‐ all we could do in the past few months was our best ‐ we weren’t sure, at mes, if that
would be enough. We have missed so many things that we take for granted every day, the very things that make us love coming
to school have been stripped away, but all of this makes us stronger and makes us appreciate each other even more than we did
before. We know on‐line contact can never replace the human touch, but we know it can work.
Rela onships are what make us thrive, but we now know that we can sustain these virtually and s ll feel connected when we
come back together. If there is a second wave, we know that we can survive it in‐tact.
All of you on the North Site will have received my update every week and watched in wonder as I have been converted into a
pet enthusiast ‐ I want to say a really big thank you to all of you that have sent me contribu ons as the weeks have passed. The
work that some of you have completed in lockdown has been really great – thank you to parents too, because I know what a
sacrifice many of you have made to ensure our young people keep learning.
As I said, it has been an unusual year, but we can all look forward to next year knowing that we will always be here for
each other, ready to support whenever it is needed.
Have a lovely summer and remember: ‐

‘When it rains, look for rainbows, when it is dark look for stars’ [Oscar Wilde]
Tina Bisse

Pets
Rose the Gecko

Batman

Sasha the snake

Poor Teddy faced a home
haircut

Piglet

Peppa the cat is eyeing up her
lunch!

Casper

Blaze

Dylan

Ethan‘s dog, Teddy

Aaron & Winnie
Stuart & Eric

Keira’s new puppy Dexter, he’s a
Bernese Mountain dog.

Elvis & Dab

Mrs Dunbar’s dog Lola has
taken home schooling to a
whole new level!

Pickles & Caleb

Molly and her
Sunflower!

Mr Whitehouse & Fudge

Piglet’s Home

Dhara’s cat, Chita.

Chelsie and Lola

Emily’s cat, Jasmine.

Duke of Edinburgh

“My favourite part of the event was when me and
Conor got the Earl of Wessex on the jumper stretcher,
and then ea ng some chocolate coated insects nearer
the end of the event.”

Earl of Wessex Visit
“A small group of Duke of Edinburgh
students were handpicked to a end a
DofE event, at Cobham Hall on the 4th
March, to showcase a key skill that we
had obtained from our DofE experience. On the day we had the opportunity to meet the Earl of Wessex,
he was there to observe mul ple DofE groups from various schools across Kent.
The Earl of Wessex interacted with all the par cipants and staﬀ from all schools for the me he was
there, we demonstrated to him what we have learned from our DofE experiences. As a group, we created
a first aid scenario where a member of our group injured their lower leg while walking on expedi on.
We showed how we would respond to a real life situa on and how to handle it as eﬀec vely as possible
as a team. The Earl was very impressed with our performance, and one of our teammates managed to
encourage the Earl to try out our handmade casualty stretcher before we started. We all had a smile on
us for the whole day.”
Report by
R Holywood [Student]

Design/Recycling
Elli has been working on her DT skills, as you
can see here from these two crea ons… Elli
has been recycling at the same me, what a
brilliant idea!

Max in Year 8 has worked hard on his Straw
Rocket experiment – he has carefully
recorded how far each prototype can travel.

Ms Earley has been very crea ve‐ she has de‐
signed and made Igloo carriers for our furry
friends at BBN‐ she has recycled the material
from an old sleeping bag to create the struc‐
ture – it also has handles; she is hoping Blaze
and Batman find them as cosy as they look.

Mimi has
tailored a
new jumper
for one of
her friends!

Hannah has
been busy
making
loom
bands!

For Father’s Day, Max in Year 7
designed and made, a picture frame
from recycled materials.

IT/Technology
Online
teaching
sessions and
weekly quiz

Computer graphics by Dan

Dom set up a digital
microscope

Students’ Home Cooking
CHEESE STRAWS
Ryan sends evidence of his
cookery skills to Mrs Salt along
with the message ‐
’Hey I actually did some work.’

HOME COOKING
STINGING NETTLE & LEMON CAKE Mrs Dray‐
son and her children not only baked a cake
but foraged for some of the ingredients !

Elizabeth has done some
wonderful
cooking at home.
A hint from Mr
Whitehouse that
we could employ
her to throw a
‘welcome back’
party for
everyone!!

“A Mindful Hobby
can be
Eﬀec ve Therapy”
Tanya, Emily,
Ka e and Keira
enjoyed baking
with and for their
families!

COOKIES & PEBBLES
Aaron
makes
sultana
cookies
and paints pebbles that
you could mistake for
cakes!

Baking gives you a sense of achievement –
Birthday cake by
Aaron, specially
for his Dad!

There’s nothing be er than coun ng down the last few
seconds on the oven before your freshly
baked goods escape and envelope your
kitchen with their mouth‐watering aromas.

‘VE—75’ Celebra ons in Lockdown
Rebecca celebrated ‘VE‐75’
by dressing in a war me ou it
and providing a
lovely tea party for her favourite
cuddly toys at home.

Rose has been
Rose has been
keeping busy by
keeping busy by
sunbathing in
sunbathing in
the garden and
the garden and
having film
having film
nights with the
nights with the
family. Rose
family. Rose
enjoyed the VE
enjoyed the VE
Day celebraƟons
Day celebraƟons
too!
too!
Oliver did some bak‐
Keira and her family really took the VE Day commemo‐
ing and made these
ra ons seriously. What a wonderful display, complete
scones to go with
with bun ng and a teapot – very Bri sh!
his family’s tea party.
He decorated
his house with
Elvis’ work about Captain Tom and a
bun ng and took
card for his birthday!
part in the
2‐minutes’ silence.

Stuart and his family celebrate VE
Day in their front garden, complete
with patrio c decora ons

Art

Josh in Year 10 drawing lovely 3D drawings

Tiﬀany, in Year 8, has produced this lovely piece of art on canvas.
Can you spot all the encouraging words within the tree?
Amazing Artwork by Sarandos

LEGO Artwork by Max
Max said, “Here is a
photo of my drawing
idea for a LEGO
collec ble blind bags
series of 44 minifigures
based on the video game
everyone loves, ‘Super
Smash Bros. Ul mate’
while I’m on lockdown”.
I’m sure you’ll agree that
not only are they great
designs, but Max’s art‐
work is fantas c!

Art speaks where
words are unable
to explain
Threadless Ar st Mathiole

A striking abstract drawing by Ethan.

English Literature
Walking With Nature
Walking is what I like to do,
Depending on how fast, there’s talking too

In the fresh air,
I don’t have a care.
Happy and content it makes me feel,
Till’ I turn the corner and see the hill!

Deep breath, head down, up I go,
I know I will make it if I take it slow!

I love to look along the way, at the birds, the flowers and the trees,
The things I don’t like are the bees!

The sun on my face, the rain in my hair, snow on the ground or wind everywhere. No
ma er the weather, I love to walk, to be outside, straight and taut.

It’s good for the soul and to clear the mind, it gives me a good feeling on the inside.

By Alex Bull

Keeping Ac ve/Hobbies
Freddie with his Uncle,
and the carp which
they caught on a
recent fishing trip.

Max has been playing tennis

Ka e’s gardening.

Elvis’ Sunflower
At school there have been a few
people in each day, and they have
been busy plan ng Mrs Shah’s trees
and making things look nice.

Aaron keeping ac ve on his hoverboard!

Max has been working really hard on his PE work and recently
completed his 2.6 challenge – he played football in the garden with
his dad for 26 minutes‐well done Max!
Zak clocking up
the miles on his
exercise bike!

Harry has been
keeping ac ve!

