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English
David Whitehouse
Head of School (West)

Tina Bissett
Head of School (North)

Term 3 has gone quickly and has been very busy, as always. We
have welcomed new students and colleagues to the school as we
continue to extend our provision across both sites, and it has
been good to see them all settle in so quickly.

There have been a number of events this term keeping students
and staff busy; we have attended Football tournaments, a Boccia
competition, a swimming event and we have hosted West Site
students in an Archery competition; this is probably why the term
seems to have gone so quickly.

Last month, some of our older students received positive results
from their November GCSE exams, while others took part in
formal assessments for their BTEC courses. Looking to the future, we held an Options Evening event in school last week
which was well-attended and well-received by our current Year 9
and 11 students, as we begin to plan their future courses from
September.

This term has seen Year 9s and 11s think carefully about their
future – Options Evening was well attended, and it was a pleasure
to see our young people considering their future so carefully. Next
term we will be taking students to visit West Site so that they can
be confident when they choose subjects that are taught there.

There have been various events and trips involving students
from a range of year groups this term. These have included two
football tournaments and a swimming event, a visit from Maidstone Museum for Key Stage Three students and a trip to observe proceedings at Lewes Crown Court for our older Citizenship students. Also, our students who were successful in their
Duke of Edinburgh Award last year attended a ceremony in
Maidstone and gave a presentation about their experiences –
congratulations to them all once again.

Year 11s and Mr Moreira received some excellent news -recent
exam results showed that every student who had taken the exam
had been successful in passing their Functional Skills Maths.
We have welcomed many new students this term and it has been
a pleasure to see how well they have integrated – it is a big move
for many new students that takes lots of time and support and I
want to applaud them all for making such a great effort.

Term 4 will be an important one for those students who are
approaching the end of their courses and exams this summer. Further details will follow early next term regarding the
examination period and we will of course be putting additional
support and preparation sessions into place for the students
involved. My thanks again to you all for your continued support
and I wish you and your families a safe and relaxing half-term
break.

We have come a long way this year with School Uniform so can I
urge you to ensure all students return after the break wearing
clothes appropriate to the school setting.
I hope you all have a very restful break and I look forward to next
term.

7X at the West
Site have recently
been studying How to Train your Dragon by
Cressida Cowell in their English lessons.
Cowell creates fabulous sounds and rhythms
in her writing, and this has led to some
wonderful explorations of how we use
devices connected to sounds in our
everyday speech and writing. We have investigated how we turn sounds
ALLITERATION
into words by working out how the
Furious flapping
phonics can create an ONOMATOPOEIA
that sounds like an animal – Moo, Miaow, Hiss, Baa etc
and how in other languages they are slightly different but still achieving the same thing (quack quack and coin coin). Some of our favourite
onomatopoeias in How to Train your Dragon are sneered; jeered; bash;
popping; dripping; clammy…

–

Students have also had great fun finding examples of
ALLITERATION, some favourites being ‘Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third, the Hope and Heir to the Tribe of the Hairy Hooligans’; ‘twisty
tunnel’; salty stink of seaweed.
We have also had fun looking at the language used
to name the characters which tells us a lot about their personalities. We are agreed that ‘Snotlot’ might not be the cleanest
or kindest of friends to have and ‘Dogsbreath the Duhbrain’
might be rather stinky and not too clever!

Duke of Edinburgh
Award Ceremony

Now we are working on our own writing using these devices
effectively.

West Heath School hosted the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Ceremony on the 30th January.

Great Work 7X, Well done!

Deputy Lieutenant for Kent, Jo
Holmes presented Awards to
seven Broomhill students
awarding them; 1 Bronze, 3 Silver and 3 Gold...we are proud
at what our young people have achieved… Well done!
An enjoyable evening of celebration was had by all, and a
note of thanks goes to all those that have supported these
students and helped them reach their respective goals!
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Gudrun Whitehouse
Head of English
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Speech and Language
Lego Therapy at the West Site is delivered in thirty-minute sessions, once per week, in which a triage of children jointly build Lego models.

Winter Perf
‘It was incredibly moving to watch them perform their

The children take it in turns to fulfil specific roles:
•

The Engineer oversees the design and describes
the construction needed and bricks.

•

The Supplier finds the correct bricks as described by the Engineer and gives to the Builder.

•

The Builder uses the verbal instructions given by
the Engineer to put the bricks together.

The activity provides opportunities for children to
use their joint problem solving, joint creativity, joint
attention, verbal and non-verbal communication
skills.
Roles are rotated throughout the brick building therapy session so that every
child gets to try each role – this helps stimulate
different aspects within the child.
Yr 9 (West Site) started the first builds this term,
the students split into three teams deciding between themselves what roles they would play,
swapping around part way through the session.

Wordsearch: The KS3 students at the North Site were set the challenge of creating their very own
wordsearch around the topic ‘Communication and Interaction’.
To find the words for their wordsearch they had to create a mind map based on what they have learnt so
far during this school year.

Many of our students took part in Broomhill Bank School Winter Performance at West Site
on the last day of term. The event
was attended by parents, staff and
Make me a Channel of Your
fellow students meaning we had a full
house!
Due to its popularity, we streamed
the performance live into the Drama
studio to accommodate the numbers
of audience.
The performances consisted of a
selection of items from the Creative
Arts subjects; Music, Performing Arts,
English and Art.
The programme also consisted of
some wonderful poetry written by students, and read by staff.
It also showcased student's work from Music; namely African Drumming, Chimes and
BTEC music technology.
Performing Arts students deGene of the Lamp
livered a fabulous dance act
and drama piece.
The performance lighting and
sound was produced by our
own Key Stage 4 students who
have a passion for technology.

We have looked at listening skills, conversation starters, the use of eye contact, being kind to one another,
putting up our hands so that we are not interrupting and much more!
Thank you to all of the students put in maximum effort and I received fantastic submissions!

I take this opportunity to
thank all the staff and students
involved in producing such a wonderful showcase of talent in Broomhill Bank School.

Georgia Earley—Speech & Language HLTA (N)

Linda Francis
Music Teacher (West)

Everyone joins in singing and clapping! 5

‘Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree’
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Residential

erformance

heir own work with such confidence and obvious pride‘

This term we have been working on our green thumbs in
preparation for the summer period, so that we have nice
relaxing environment for us all within residential to enjoy.

Quote taken from a parent communication
On the very last day of school term before the Christmas break, we held a very special
winter recital at the North Site, celebrating all of the hard work that students have been
participating in during music lessons. Much of the Key Stage 3 lesson time this term has
involved the promotion of students working in groups to rehearse and perform pieces of
music. This proved to be challenging for many of our young people, so it was really good
to see so many of them gaining the confidence to perform their work in front of an audience at the concert.
As usual, we had our BTEC group performing some of the songs that they have been
working on for their performance module. This was particularly challenging for the
group as their lead singer, Jacob only rehearsed twice with the group before the morning of the performance. The group, also consisting of John, Anthony, Ethan, Billy, and
Billy opened the concert with a rendition of Michael Jackson’s Beat It.
I am particularly proud of our Year 9 group consisting of Finlay on keyboards, Anna on
bass guitar, Taylor and Siobhan both on drums. None of these students had gained the
confidence to perform to an audience in past concerts and so to have achieved their performance as a group was a treat to watch.

Some of our new talent in Year 7 shone through with a performance from Max on the
drums. Max performed one of his grade pieces with a backing track.
It is always a pleasure to see out students shine at these events and the quality of this
years’ performances was exceptional. I cannot wait to see what the students have in
store for our Summer recital.
Jonathon Keen
Music Teacher (North)

Students

We have created our first vegetable patch to teach our
young people how to become self-sufficient and ecofriendly. We’ve now started sowing some of our vegetables
in doors to get them ready in time for the end of the school
year. All of those that have taken part in these projects have
had great fun in doing so and have learnt some unique skills
towards their independence and also how to improve their
environment. This seems to have inspired young people in
their environment and they have also been doing outside flower beds creating artwork to decorate the house.

As we have had a cold spell and with it being dark early the
young people have filled the house with homely smells and
Student successfully
terrific baking , reinventing healthier alternatives to favourite
follows the method
and This has been added to our residential cookbook
dinners.
measures out thethat we are excited to share in the up and coming months.
ingredients
This term we celebrated one of the most amazing holidays
from around the world, Chinese New Year!! We celebrated in
the evening by learning more about their history, culture and
decorated Blue house whilst eating a homemade Chinese menu that was fit for kings
and queens. Many of our young people had fun learning how to use chop sticks for
the first time whilst also enjoying our fortune cookies.
It’s wonderful to reflect on how well our young people are doing and how they are
developing to become independent successful individuals as they continuously grow
within themselves.
Ready
Many thanks to all of those that have supported us throughout this year so far, as its
to start greatly appreciated.

The Lion King—In the Jungle, the mighty jungle
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Science/History
Maidstone Museum brings workshops to KS3 West Site. Year 7
and 8 students over 4 lessons on
the 7/2/20 enjoyed a series of
practical lessons looking at and
experiencing historical artefacts
and
replica artefacts from the Tudor
and Roman periods in Britain.

‘In Science, the Year 7 students at West Site have
enjoyed learning about extracting materials. The
students have learnt about extracting a range of
items such as crude oil from the ground, different
colour inks from the ink of a pen and precious
metals from the ground. As ever we try and place
a ‘real-life’ emphasis on any practical work we do.
The picture of the practical below involved
students taking rock salt and trying to extract
cleaner salt from it that we could potentially eat!
The students had to crush the rock salt, dissolve
the powder, filter the liquid then boil the solution
to evaporate the water. This left the salt behind.

Mangahigh Team
in the final stages
of modifying the
‘Mangahigh
Software
Programme’

Year 7 students got to experience
what it is like to be a Roman
soldier; with all of the heavy
equipment they would carry as
they travelled around Europe
building the Roman Empire.

A wonderful practical carried out by determined
and inquisitive scientists!’

Year 8 students looked at what
life was like in the Tudor period,
looking at what people would
wear and everyday items from
the period to get an understanding what everyday life was like
back then.
Michelle Waters - Humanities (W)

James Lawton - Head of Science (W)

Gardening Intervention/Garden Club
At the North Site students enjoy gardening, gardening
helps with communication, with learning new practical
skills, teamwork and planning. It also improves
confidence and helps with concentration.
Gardening really can change the way you feel. Looking
at the fruit and flowers or looking on green landscape
makes them happy and less anxious.
Mrs Shah and Tiffany planting the
new fruit trees at North Site

Students filled the huge pots with flowers, which is
looking rather pretty. We have a herb garden outside
food tech room, which is useful in cooking lessons.
Students recently planted
fruit trees
which we
bought from
Ruxley Manor,
who gave a
generous discount.
Thank you, Ian,
James and
Alex.
Mrs Shah - (TA)

Maths

Max, James, Sam & Tiffany
planting the new fruit trees

Max and Sam beside the pots they
helped prepare
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The programme that
adapts to a student’s level
of understanding with
various challenging levels
Mangahigh: Mohit Midha (CEO & Co-Founder) Chris Green (Product Owner) Kye Bracey (Front end Developer)
Broomhill(N): Jose Moreira (Maths Teacher), Tina Bissett (Head of School)

Exciting times in the “Maths” department for both North and West Sites,
(the opportunity brought to the school by, Jeffrey Bland - Maths Teacher at
West Site) with modification of the programme called ‘Mangahigh’ – Where
every child finds fun in
learning!! Mangahigh is used in mainstream school throughout the UK.
Broomhill is one of two schools in the UK taking part in a pilot scheme
through a government grant to adapt Mangahigh. Some of the UX Design
Principles (listed below) are being applied to tailor the programme so that
it can be used in the classroom by students with various levels of academic
needs.
1.
Meet the users’ needs
2.
Know where you are in the design process—What you think
users do — What users actually do
3.
Have a clear hierarchy—this to ensure smooth navigation
throughout the design
4.
Keep it consistent—familiarity with products the user already
uses
5.
Understand Accessibility—adapt the software to make it usable for as many students as possible
6.
Context—consider adaption for emotional, challenging, mobility, type of device—all these help the developer to understand the user’s needs.
7.
Usability first—safe and easy to use—Broomhill students interacted with the design of Mangahigh and gave constructive
and helpful feed back to the design team.
The Students in Mr Moreira’s classes, have this week, helped to test on
functionality, so the team from Mangahigh could take the user
information back with them to tailor and develop the programme to suit
the needs of our students
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Pictures above: Students
taking part in the testing
of Mangahigh

Boccia/Archery/Tuck Shop
NORTH SITE

Football

The Game

th

On Friday January 24 12 students from
years 7-9 represented the school in the Kent
Games boccia area qualifiers.

defend game, with two
sides competing over a
set number of ends.
The aim is to score as
many points as possible

We are hopeful that at least one of our
three teams have qualified for the Kent

by placing their set of
coloured balls closest

finals.

to the white jack ball.

Player of the match went to David who was
also an enormous support to other
team mates.

https://
www.bocciaengland.org.uk/
rules-of-the-games

Well done team!
Dee Dadswell - PE & Science (N)

Breaktime means tuck shop for students.
Today we found Jacob running the tuck shop.
The profits from the items sold are used to
purchase fruit and is offered out free to all!
Great Idea.
If a student has no means to pay that day,
they are still allowed to choose an item and
pay the following day.
Jacob will
also play a
song on his
guitar for
you if you
ask him!

“Another great day organised by Kent FA, where we
had an opportunity to compete against other
schools. The atmosphere was excellent, with a display of good sportsmanship and fair-play by all participants involved.
This day was also very exciting as Broomhill Bank
School students had the opportunity to wear the
brand-new football shirts as part of the Satellite Club
funding”.
The Overall Results:
KS3 - 1 Win, 1 Draw, 2 Lost
KS4 - 1 Win, 1 Draw, 3 Lost
PE Department (N&W)

Boccia is an attack and

The team played brilliantly, demonstrating
sportsmanship, patience, determination
and respect for officials.

Tuck Shop - North Site

Physical Education

Archery
Inter School — Competition

Final Score
North 126—West 73

On January 22nd teams from North and West competed at archery at the North site.
The atmosphere was fantastic with friendly rivalry
and students being honest about the points they
scored.
Max (North) got the highest individual score of 24.
Dee Dadswell PE & Science (N)

The West site also participated in the Post 16
Kent FA League.
After our 4 wins and 1 draw in the last fixture,
we found more difficulties in the opposition.
The results are the following:
 Wyvern (3) v BBS West (0)
 Five Acre Wood A (0) v BBS West (3)
 BBS West (5) v Five Acre Wood B (0)
 BBS North (1) v BBS West (0)
 Harris Academy (1) v BBS West (1)
The next fixture will be held on the 4th March at
YMCA Maidstone.

Aquasplash
Panathlon Challenge
On 13th January a team of Year 7 boys represented Broomhill Bank North in the Kent Games Aqua
splash event held at Larkfield Leisure Centre.
They did brilliantly, winning the giant float race
and finishing third overall.
The event was most enjoyable, and we are
looking forward to the next swim event in
February.
A massive well done to all!
Dee Dadswell - PE & Science (N&W)

THE NEXT INTER SCHOOL COMPETITION IS
‘BADMINGTON’ - 28th February 2020
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(Remember to bring along the correct PE Kit)
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