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Steve Ackerley
Executive Headteacher
Dear Parent / Carer
The End of Term is always a time to celebrate our students success and this term is no different; although it has been
different in so many ways.
Following my decision to stay open over Easter to provide child care for students of families involved in delivering
critical roles at this time, I have decided a refresh of student school work which will be posted on our website will be
ready and available to students from the 20th April; whilst awaiting this refresh of school work students have an
opportunity to rest during their Easter break.
This will allow me time, working with Senior Leaders and staff to use Thursday 16th and Friday 17th April to plan the
continuation of learning arrangements. We will then provide guidance for the next two weeks, commencing the 20 th
and 27th April. During this time a framework outlining schemes of work for all subjects will be provided to students
and parents. There will be a staggered and disciplined release of information and guidance to students and parents for
the next six weeks up to what would be the end if Term 5, so that no student is overloaded.
I will send a further update on Tuesday 14th April by which time I hope to have a clearer picture from the
Department for Education, Local and Central Government as to their expectations of the weeks and months ahead.
Please continue to re-assure your child that their school is still here and let them know that during the last two weeks
I have been enhancing my skills and trying new things - I have been busy in the Art Room, Dance Studio , Kitchen and
I've also been reading - I would encourage all students to try new activities and embrace the time at home. As I
practice my new skills I will share my progress with students on a weekly basis. In this edition you will see many
pictures of me embracing my new hobbies - see if your son or daughter can find me; a bit like the Where's Wally
books !
I take this opportunity to thank you for your support and positive feedback as we all adjust to a new, albeit temporary
way of life.
Stay Home, Stay Safe - Keep Dancing !
Steven Ackerley—Executive Headteacher
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World Autism Awareness Week
30th March—5th April
https://www.autism.org.uk/getinvolved/world-autism-awareness-

Family Fund—Grant
https://www.familyfund.org.uk/
“no copyright infringement is intended”

‘We help families across the UK
who are raising a disabled or seriously ill child or young person aged
17 or under’
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Lunch !

Dessert !

Mr Ackerley has been working on his
cooking skills in the kitchen.
Yorkshire Puddings made by a
Yorkshire man eaten for lunch and
dessert !

Rt.Hon. Greg Clark
MP for Tunbridge Wells

visits Broomhill Bank School (West)

Greg Clark met with Mr Ackerley to
discuss the plans for site
improvements and overview of the
rationale behind the increase in
resources to meet students needs.
This was followed by the Student
Council question time!
The students grilled Greg for 20
minutes with insightful and
challenging questions, such as:“What is your stance on bullies in
parliament? “
“In your opinion was John Bercow a
bully? “
“What provision are you making for
young adults with a disability when
looking for employment?”

School Council with Rt Hon. Greg Clark MP for Tunbridge Wells

3

Forest School
At Broomhill Bank School West,
David Brook-Child heads the
Forest School which is hidden
away like a golden nugget within
the school grounds. As you walk
through a little woodland you
are met by a set of steps which
lead you down to the camp. On
your journey down you will be
accompanied by the sound of
birds singing, hear children
laughing and smell a whiff of
smoke!!
As you reach the camp it welcomes you with its magnificent
shelter of a teepee constructed
from a parachute, a blazing log
fire and of course the students.
One of the students comes and
says hello to me, she had been
helping ‘Mr B-C’ (the students
name for him) with preparing
Doritos and grated cheese in a
tin dish to go on the fire. She
says that she looks forward to
Tuesdays around the camp, especially what’s cooking on the
fire! This student who at first
visit to the Camp was not physically able to make it down the
steps without aid, is now running up hills and building dens,
her time spent at the Forest
School has built not only her
confidence but helped in improving her physical ability.

Teepee
The Teepee is
a parachute,
and protects
in all
weathers.

Experience
the open
Fire
Student
enjoys
toasting
outdoors!

Inkle Loom
This loom is designed
to create long, very
strong braids for belts,
guitar straps, tassels,
bands, chokers, dog
leads etc.

The Students are encouraged to
explore and discover the Forest,
the teacher and assistants
passionately nurture meaningful
experiences. I speak with
another student who says they
love the wildlife, especially the
rabbits, pointing out that under
an array of logs runs rabbit
tunnels. This student says he
loves the freedom this Forest
gives to him and it helps to relax
him.

Lasso Students
practising
lassoing, for
use with
transporting
logs to the
den.
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The current project the students are involved in is building a new
den, they are in their second week of doing this. Some of the students dig holes (quite deep) for the logs to be lassoed by a student
and brought to the den. There is some pride and accomplishment in
learning how to Lasso! Or a direct quote from the student “perseverance was needed”. It is notable that the building of the den
creates much communication, interaction, leadership skills and fun!
As they gather around the open fire, students toast bread and talk
with each other, plan out their next move, which is the best area to
relocate their base? What materials will they need? Mr Brook-Child
announces that the Doritos and cheese are ready, and the students
prepare the plates and napkins ready to receive the bubbly cheese
and crispy dish, which the students proceed to eat sitting around the
fire. There is something quite wonderful about this place for these
students; it offers safety and comfort, whilst encouraging, teamwork,
dexterity, well-being, happiness, building their confidence all within
an untamed gentle environment.
Broomhill Bank School’s Forest School is nature based; students are
encouraged to embrace nature and care for it. Lessons are student
lead and very independent. Students play, explore, learn new skills
and build wholesome relationships with their peers; they are fully
engaged around this ethos. Students have built bird boxes, learnt the
skill of weaving, planted 500 trees, built the shed, built bat boxes as
well as levelling out and moving 9-12 skip loads of soil!!
Mr Brook-Child and Debbie Fryer (volunteer), are passionate about
the Forest School and the students, spending time with them is infectious, their knowledge of the outdoors clearly shows. They create
meaningful experiences which will live on in these students for many
years. The environment here encourages communication, improves
social skills, improves emotional well-being and helps physical needs
within a safe structured environment. Guiding the students through
the experience and beauty of nature, helping them explore and discover through learning experiences. Allowing nature and our
students to blossom together as one, resulting in the students having
a connection with nature and all that it can offer.
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Supported Internships
Supported internships are a structured work based study programme based primarily at an employer. They enable our young people the opportunity to undertake an extended work placement
with the support and guidance of a job coach. The supported internship is a stepping stone to
achieving sustainable paid employment by equipping each young person with the skills they need
for work, through learning in the workplace.
Supported internships are unpaid work placements and last for the whole academic year. Alongside their time at the employer, young people complete a personalised study programme
which includes the chance to study for relevant qualifications, and if appropriate, English and
Maths. These qualifications could be at level 1, 2 or level 3, depending on the student’s aptitude.

Broomhill Bank School
in Partnership
with
Sevenoaks District Council
2019-2020 Broomhill Bank School Supported Internships.
2019 saw the introduction of Broomhill Bank School developing its own supported Internship
placements; this has been in partnership with Sevenoaks District Council, in Sevenoaks, where the
students are placed. We presently have three young people taking part in the programme, and
one job coach to support the students and oversee the program.
The students have their own office space (The Nest) and are allocated to identified teams within
the Council.
The interns are considered as part of the staff and have so far undertaken roles including:
Co-ordinating the election mailout for Sevenoaks District, fixing post room and reprographics machinery, quality assuring the Sevenoaks DC website and making changes to ensure it is C&I/Autism
friendly (Client Server), developing a website for a charitable organisation linked to the council,
developing a script for staff to use if someone calls into the council that has found
themselves homeless, and developing an ‘emergency pack’ for people who maybe homeless and
require an essentials kit.
The interns are treated as
members of staff and
regularly attend whole
council meetings and have
presented to the Chief
Executive and Leaders of the
council. They have attended
business network meetings
to promote the internship.

Jody Specht
Deputy Head (N)
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Heads of School
David Whitehouse
Head of School (West)

Tina Bissett
Head of School (North)

Clearly this term has ended in a way which we
would have neither expected nor wished for. While
overshadowing events somewhat, we should not
forget the students’ many achievements this term
and our part in supporting them all. Of course, one
of the greatest-ever challenges for us all now lies
ahead…

When I started at Broomhill Bank North just over a
year ago, I confidently told staff that there were not
many things I hadn’t seen in my 35 years of
teaching- those words will now haunt me forever!
The Coronavirus has shaken us all I am sure, but out
of adversity has come some positives; the way staff
rallied round to ensure students could continue
learning at home was fantastic- we almost had a
production line on the staff room table! Staff have
continued to provide support for our young people,
either by keeping the school open or by providing
phone calls home and on- line support for learning.
I know that many students and parents are working
really hard to follow a timetable each day and all
the advice is that a structure to the day can help to
ease the stress. I know many students and parents
are concerned about future plans but be assured
we will share things with you as soon as we are
informed.

The care and support which you have for all of our
students has been in evidence more than ever over
these past two weeks. Everyone has had a role to
play, whether in school or from home, in ensuring
that our students and their families are educated,
supported, entertained, distracted and reassured. So whether you have been on site to ensure
a continuity of in-school provision, providing
resources for your subject, trawling online to find
useful websites to which we can direct the
students or their parents, e-mailing with students or
simply checking in on your fellow colleagues – a
huge thank you for what you are doing. I am not in
the least surprised by how you are all pulling together (and I know this will often be in spite of your
own personal concerns and difficulties) – but it is
greatly appreciated nevertheless. Appreciated by
the students and their families too, as we have seen
from an influx of gratitude into the school from
home.

Staff are also supporting each other at a time when
for some, things are difficult beyond words-the
Broomhill family are thinking of you.
When this is over- and it will be- we need to
remember what is really important in our lives- positive relationships, families, friends, the kindness
and selflessness of others and the fact every day
people in all walks of life are essential to our world
as we know it.

While I know this work will be ongoing in different
ways over the coming holiday period, I hope you
have time to rest and relax as best you can. Take
care of yourselves and of one another.

This will be a very different Easter break but I hope
you all enjoy some peaceful family time – there is
some disagreement on whether Easter Eggs are
essential food but I know that chocolate can help us
get through this!

Stay safe.
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Food Technology
Students observing Mrs Palmer
demonstrate how to make the
dough base.

At West Site in Mrs Palmer’s Food Technology Class, the
students learnt how to cook a dry based Pizza.
Mrs Palmer demonstrated the method and explained
measurements (using the cup method to measure the flour),
the science behind the dough and how to make use of the
toppings.
The students put a lot of effort into kneading the dough so that
it could rest and rise, no yeast was required. The kneading
process in making the pasta dough adds strength to the final
product.

Student successfully
follows the method and measures
out the ingredients

Homework -Research and write
about your best Pizza place including photographs on an A4
sheet.

‘Eating Healthy is about feeling
great, having more energy,
improving your health, and
boosting your mood’.

Ready to start the kneading process

Success! Completed tasty Pizza

Written Work on ‘What have you learnt?’ - Observation and
listening, following a method of instructions, measuring and
combining ingredients, the science around kneading and how it
makes the dough strong and finally design, by using their
creativeness in their individual pizzas.

At North Site, KS3 Students learnt various skills used
in cooking and gaining a better understanding of
healthy eating.
The students cooked a variety of dishes using
healthy ingredients.
All year groups learnt how to cook a healthy
vegetable soup .
• Year 9 cooked fajitas, Vegetable curry, Quiche,

Vegetable risotto.
• Year 8 cooked kebabs, macaroni cheese, healthy
burgers, cous cous, Bolognese sauce
• Year 7 cooked potato wedges, fruit salad, smoothie, cous cous, chow mein.
Anne Salt
Food & Design Technology (North)
The Eatwell Guide
Helping you eat a healthy, balanced diet
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/
uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/742750/
Eatwell_Guide_booklet_2018v4.pdf
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University for the Creative Arts
Canterbury & Rochester

BBSN @UCA Rochester
On Wednesday 26th February a group of Year 11 and 6th Form, GCSE and A Level Art students
from North Site visited the Rochester campus at the University for the Creative Arts (UCA). This
was a bespoke trip, organised for us at a time when the building would be less busy, and to give
us the best opportunity to meet some key staff, walk around the different studios and workshops,
and to get an understanding of what life would be like as a further education student.
Despite some anxieties, all our students were able to ask questions of staff and undergraduate
students, and (despite the huge numbers of stairs we had to negotiate!) the trip was a great
success.
Students now feel empowered, informed and inspired by their visits to Canterbury and Rochester.
We look forward to seeing successful applications to UCA both this year, and in the years to
come.
Sarah Hinman and Gemma Drayson
Art/Design (North)

Emily strikes a pose!

I am not sure that JJ will choose
fashion design!

Neo has an Idea!

Some of the Artwork at UCA

The animation studio

Art & Design

Illustration & Animation

Fashion & Textiles

Creative Computing

Brand Management

Multi Media Film Production

Graphic Design

Games Design

Media Production & Technology

Industrial Design

Make-up & Hari Design

Photography

Interior Design

Architecture

Design for Theatre & Screen

Fine Art

9

English for the Creative Arts

Pastoral
Challenger Troop
On Tuesday 10th March, two of our Year 7
students participated in a Challenger Troop
residential. This entails them completing an overnight stay
and carrying out tasks such as camouflage and concealment,
tactical watching and cooking their own dinner. They arrived
at Challenger base at 16:15pm on the Tuesday evening and
stayed there until 13:00pm on the Wednesday. They made
their own sleeping places and then had to work with young
people from other schools to get tasks completed. Before
bed time they had some down time using laser guns to help
with team building techniques.
The two young people that attended were a credit to themselves, working impeccably and really trying hard with every
task that was given.
Two very tired young people returned to school on the
Wednesday
Mr K Blake
Pastoral Team

‘Our unique leadership, team building and
engagement programmes build character
and resilience in young people’
http://www.challengertroop.org/

Travel Training

Pet Therapy
Otis is a new addition to West Site, our offer of
therapeutic intervention for students; he is a lovely, old
black Labrador who comes in each Wednesday
morning, with Mandy, his owner, to listen to
students read or just be a friend if they would prefer.
Otis can be a comfortable pillow, or a sympathetic
listening ear. He offers unconditional love in return for
a stroke or a hug and students are eager to see him
when he is in.
He never pushes a student to come to him if they are
unsure, instead he waits for them to join him. He helps
our students to forget their worries, stay calm, and he
is a non-judgemental listener when students are improving their reading skills.
Karen Brook-Child
Pastoral Lead

Otis helps
students
during their
reading
times

On Tuesday 25th February,
Three Year 11’s from the
North site completed the
train journey as part of their
Intervention.
We travelled from school
and caught the train from
Swanley to Maidstone West.
Whilst in Maidstone they
also worked on some life
skills by ordering and eating
their lunch at a restaurant.
The students showed great
understanding of how to use
Public Transport safely and
the behaviour they showed
towards everyone was impeccable.
Well done to the Year 11’s
that attended and complettheir Travel Training Intervention.
Kerri Blake
Pastoral Team
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On Friday 13th March North Site thoroughly enjoyed raising money
for Sport Relief.
The students and staff took part in challenges on the field including
giant skis, archery, beat the goal keeper, giant target, golf and the
ladder run. The 6th form won, demonstrating great teamwork and
enthusiasm. Year 11 came a close second.
The afternoon concluded with a cake sale and game of staff verses
students Bellyball in the sports hall. Bellyball was tremendous fun,
the staff narrowly winning 14-12.
Well done to all involved. !!

11

Physical Education
Football - Post 16 Football Tournament
On Wednesday 11th March some of our students attended a Post 16 Football Tournament at Maidstone YMCA organised by the Kent FA.
Each school played four games on the day, each lasting 20 minutes,
10-minute halves.
The first game of the day saw us play The Wyvern. In a closely contested
game we scored the only goal with 2 minutes left of the game; the goal
was scored by A. Lapper after some good defensive work by a teammate.
The second game saw the North site at Broomhill Bank School play the West site at Broomhill
Bank. The North Site came out 5-1 victors, goals scored by A. Lapper 3 and A. Worcester 2.
We then played each other again and the North site played the Wyvern once more, winning the
game 5-2, this time A. Lapper scored 4 and A. Worcester scored 1. I must add there was some
fantastic defensive work from S. Gibb, B. Chambers and a few other teammates.
The last game of the day saw Broomhill Bank North vs Broomhill Bank West again, with the North
Site running out 2-1 victors, both goals scored by A. Lapper.
I must say the tournament was played in great spirit and there was brilliant sportsmanship shown
by all young people and staff alike.
Mr. K Blake
Pastoral team

Panathlon Challenge
On February 10th Broomhill Bank North Site competed in the
Kent Games Panathlon at Larkfield Leisure. Centre.
The students supported each other wonderfully and worked collaboratively in
the relays.
Grace won swimmer of the day with an outstanding performance in the float
relay. Team members: Tiffany, Remington, Grace, Carly, Alfie, Max and
Daniel.
Dee Dadswell - PE (N)
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